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Vocal Clinic  
 Clinic Goals and Objectives 

 
The purpose of the Lewis and Clark Conference Vocal Clinic is to: 
 
1. Provide an opportunity for the best vocalists from each school to participate in a massed 

choral experience. 
 
2. Provide an activity in which students from each conference school have the opportunity to 

work together in a non-competitive atmosphere. 
 
3. Provide an opportunity for our students to work under a guest clinician, thus reinforcing the 

basic concepts of vocal music education being taught at the local level. 
 
4.  Expose our students to a variety of specialists within the vocal music field. 
 
*********************************************************************************************************** 
In order to meet the above goals and objectives, we feel that the following format and 
guidelines for the Lewis and Clark Conference Vocal Clinic should be utilized. 
 
1.  MEETINGS 
 
The vocal directors will meet two times a year: 
 

A) In August/September at the All-Conference Meeting to get acquainted with all of the 
conference directors, to select or review the audition material, and present the 
conference vocal music to the schools.  

B) The Spring Meeting, (in conjunction with the instrumental directors) to evaluate the 
clinics and discuss necessary changes to be presented to the Conference Executive 
Board, and to suggest music and clinicians for the Fall Clinic. 

 
The Spring meeting and all other special meetings are to be held at 2:30 p.m.  The Spring 
meeting will be held on the second Wednesday in May  at a site to be decided upon by the 
Conference Music Representative of the governing conference school.  Each vocal director 
and administrator will receive a written notice about each meeting. 
 
2.  TWO CLINICS 
 
The Conference will continue with two vocal clinics to be entitled: 
 

Lewis Division Conference Vocal Clinic 
 Clark Division Conference Vocal Clinic 
 
to be held on the same day with each side of the Conference hosting a clinic. 
 
3.  SIZE OF CLINIC CHOIR 
 
Each school may bring up to 20 voices to the clinic, striving for vocal balance.  In the event that 
a school does not fill its quota of 20 singers, other conference schools may exceed their quota 
of 20 students in order to achieve vocal balance.  Permission from the host school's clinic 
director must be obtained in advance.  Each school may bring a small group to perform at the 
evening concert. 
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4.  SELECTION TO CONFERENCE HONOR CHOIR 
 

A) A select honor choir, consisting of 24 members, will be selected through taped 
auditions.  Six students will be assigned to each vocal part:  Soprano, Alto, Tenor, 
and Bass.  In the event that the Honor Choir music has three divided parts for either 
men or women, the assignment of parts will be 4 voices on each part: High, Medium, 
and Low.  

 
B) Audition materials will be chosen and accepted at the Spring meeting.  These 

materials will consist of the enclosed scales and arpeggios and a choral piece.  
These materials will be given to the conference schools at the August/September 
meeting. 

 
C) Students will tape their auditions and directors will return the tapes to the host school 

by the second Monday after All-State auditions. 
 

D)  One or more tapes should be used for each group of voices as listed below: 
 

      Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass 
 

Tapes should never be mixed; that is there should be only Sopranos on the first tape, 
Altos on another tape, etc.  Tapes should be labeled according to voice type recorded 
on that tape.  Each individual should be identified a voice type and number.  No school 
name should be mentioned. 

 
 The following example should clarify the above instructions: 
 
  1)  Slip of paper to be enclosed with each tape. 
 
         High School Name 
     Soprano Tape 
       
     1.  Betty Jones 
     2.  Sally Smith 
     3.  Lilly Lolly 
 
     2)  Cassette tape labeled. 
 
     Side 1 
     3 Sopranos 
 
     Best tape possible 
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     3)  Written instructions for taping 
 

a) Auditionees should not use their names, initials, or school name orally 
on the tape.  They should simply say their voice part and their 
number; for example, "Tenor number 1" or "Soprano number 6," etc.  
Label the tape with the voice (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) and how 
many singers are auditioning on that tape.  All other information such 
as school name and auditionee's names should be included on a 
separate sheet enclosed with each tape. 

b) The host school will number the tapes and keep the sheets with the 
additional information. They will send one audition form, a scale 
sheet, and the audition music to each judge with instructions to 
reproduce as many audition forms as needed to complete the judging. 

c) Scales and arpeggios will be the same ones as are used for All-State 
auditions.  The scale must be done without piano accompaniment.  
The arpeggio should use the chordal accompaniment provided. 

d) It is extremely important to use a high-quality recorder and tape and 
as little background noise as possible.  Please recheck the tape 
before submission to be sure that the entire audition was properly 
taped. 

 
D) The Lewis Division audition committee will judge the tapes for the Clark Division and 

vice versa.  The judging responsibilities will revolve in each division.  The chairman 
for the clinics will see that the tapes are collected from each side and sent to the 
appropriate audition committee member on the other side by the second Wednesday 
after All-State auditions. 

 
E) Each committee member shall judge the taped auditions and, using the enclosed 

audition form, fix a number score to each student for either their acceptance or 
refusal.  This will be completed and the results and tapes returned to the clinic 
chairman in one week. 

 
F) The chairman for each side will then assure that all of the Conference schools are 

represented by at least one student, unless a given school chooses not to submit 
any auditions, before notifying the schools of their results. 

 
G)  The chairman will then notify each school as to the students that were selected for 

the honor choir by November 1 . 
 
5.  CONCERNS FOR THE HONOR CHOIR 
 

A) Each director is responsible for adhering to the timetable.  The host school chairman 
will not be responsible for any school being excluded from the honor choir because 
audition tapes were not sent prior to the deadline. 

B) Each school is responsible for arranging its schedule to avoid conflicts with the 
clinic.  However, if any school is unable to resolve a conflict so that they may attend 
the clinic, it is the responsibility of that school to notify the host school in writing at 
least two months prior to the clinic. 
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6.  CLINICIAN 
 
A clinician shall be voted on by all the directors per side from candidates recommended by the 
directors at the Spring Planning Meeting.  The clinician shall be paid the sum of $400.00 plus 
mileage; the total of both amounts will not exceed $475.00.  The clinic day will last from  
8:30 a.m. until the end of the concert.  Accompanists for the Vocal Clinics will be paid $100.00 
each for their services. 
 
7.  MUSIC SELECTION 
 
The vocal directors will select the music for the clinic at the Spring Planning Meeting.  The 
following guidelines should be used in selecting the music: 
 

A) Music chosen for the Vocal Clinic will include at least one difficult contest piece and 
should be above the standards of each individual choir. 

 
B) The rest of the pieces should be of medium difficulty, either SATB or SAB, to fill a 

reasonable concert length. 
 

C) A Women's and a Men's number will also be selected for the Clinic concert. 
 

D) Each of the Vocal Clinic sites may purchase "2" new selections for the Conference 
Library.  The remaining concert selections will be chosen from the current 
Conference Library, and/or, the libraries of participating schools. 

 
E) Music selected from the Conference Library that does not have adequate copies will 

be supplemented with additional purchases if available.  This is due to the copyright 
law and will eliminate the running off of copies. 

 
8.  CLINIC SCHEDULE GUIDELINES  
 

8:30-9:00  Registration 
9:00-9:15  Seating  
9:15-11:00  Full rehearsals and sectionals, as determined by the director. 
11:00-11:15  Break 
11:15-12:00  Rehearsal 
12:00-12:45  Lunch 
12:45-2:15  Rehearsal 
2:15-2:30  Break 
2:30-3:45  Rehearsal 
3:45-5:15  Small groups perform for clinician.       

    (Five minute time limit for each performance will be enforced.) 
5:15-6:15  Dinner/Change clothes for evening concert. 
6:15-7:00  Final Rehearsal/Seating 
7:00   CONCERT 
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9.  AWARDS 
 

A)  All participants of the clinic shall receive a Conference Vocal Clinic certificate. 
 
 B)  Members of the Honor Choir will receive Conference Medals. 
 

C) A small plaque will be awarded to the school with the most community people 
attending the final concert.  This excludes the host school. 

 
D) Awards and certificates are listed in the Lewis & Clark Conference Constitution 

under Article XVII - Awards, Section 1. 
 
10.  FEES 
 

A)  Registration  No registration fee. 
 
 B)  Admission  $4.00 for Adults 
     $3.00 for Students 
     Pre-School – No Charge      

Conference passes are honored. 
      

C)  Clinician Fee  $400.00 plus mileage.  Not to exceed $475.00. 
 

D)  Accompanists  $100.00 per division. 
 

E)  Meals All meal prices are at the discretion of the individual host 
school. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUDITION FORM USE 
 
When taping - Teachers should tape the scale and arpeggio in the order listed in the left-hand 
column. 
 
When judging - Teachers can use 3 lines for each student and duplicate sheets or use 1 line 
for the entire audition. 
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HONOR BAND CLINIC  
Clinic Goals and Objectives 

 
The purpose of the Lewis and Clark Conference Honor Band Clinic is to: 
 
1. Provide an opportunity for the best instrumentalists from each school to become part of an 

organization that performs a higher grade of music than normally done at home. 
 
2. Provide an opportunity for our best instrumentalists to perform with an ensemble that has 

balanced and, hopefully, complete instrumentation, that may not be available in each 
instrumentalist's own high school band. 

 
3. Provide an opportunity for our experienced students to work with a group of students of the 

same caliber under the direction of a guest conductor; thus, reinforcing some of the basic 
concepts of instrumental music education that are being taught at the local level. 

 
4. Expose our students to people who are specialists in their field. 
 
********************************************************************************************************** 
In order to meet the above goals and objectives, the following format and guidelines for the 
Lewis and Clark Conference Honor Band Clinic should be utilized. 
 
1.  MEETINGS 
 
The band directors will meet three times a year: 
 

A. In August/September at the All-Conference meeting to get acquainted with all of the 
conference directors, and to elect a recording secretary to take notes at each 
meeting. 

 
B. The Fall Clinic planning meeting will be held on the third Wednesday of October  to 

select music and personnel for the clinic.  Directors should bring conductor scores of 
music they feel appropriate for the clinic band.  Also, a clinician should be hired by 
this point.  The conference president will determine a central location for this 
meeting and is responsible for sending notices to all band directors. 

 
C. The Spring meeting will be held on the second Wednesday of May , in conjunction 

with the vocal directors, to evaluate the clinics and discuss necessary changes to be 
presented to the Conference Executive Board.  Clinicians for the following school 
year's band clinic should be decided upon at this meeting.  A music teacher from the 
governing school will determine a central location for this meeting and is responsible 
for sending notices to all music directors. 

 
The Fall planning meeting, the Spring meeting, and all other special meetings are to be held at 
2:30 p.m. 
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2.  HONOR BANDS 
 
The Lewis & Clark Conference "Honor Band" clinic shall be held on the Saturday of Week 29 
of the NSAA calendar.  Both halves of the conference will be combined and have the clinic at a 
central location, such as Wayne State College.  The clinic will consist of two bands: 
 

A.  A Senior Honor Band made up of 11th and 12th grade students. 
 
 B.  A Junior Honor Band open to only 9th and 10th grade students. 
 

C.  There will be a guest clinician hired for each band. 
 
3.  COMMITTEES 
 
The band directors from the two host schools will be responsible for organizing the Honor 
Band Clinic and will mutually decide who will be responsible for each band.  If both directors 
are new to the conference, the committee will consist of the band directors of the host schools 
and the band director who has been in the conference the longest period of time. 
 
The Instrumental Music Clinic Directors will be responsible for making the necessary 
arrangements with the clinicians, providing for the scheduling of activities for the day, providing 
for advertising and programming, distributing music to the participating schools at least four 
weeks prior to the Clinic and preparing a financial statement of the clinic.  Two copies of the 
financial statement must be mailed to each member school and the same to the Conference 
Treasurer that will also include the remaining receipts after authorized deductions have been 
made.  The Instrumental Music Clinic Directors will be allowed to make the following 
authorized deductions for the Instrumental Music Clinic:  cost of the clinicians, clinic music, 
postage, programs, advertising, and clinicians' mileage. 
 
4.  SELECTION AND PLACEMENT OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

A. The conference honor band members will be selected by recommendation of their 
respective directors.  The number allowed from each school will be approximately 
25% of their concert band enrollment of grades 9-12 with a guarantee that each 
school may have a minimum of 10 students participating in the clinic.  The students 
from each school will be divided between the two honor bands. 

 
B. Auditions for chair placement using clinic music plus major and chromatic scales will 

be held the day of the clinic, with each director adjudicating.  The judges for chair 
placement auditions should be determined by each director's major instrument.  
Each director should list what he/she would feel comfortable auditioning.  The 
section to be played for the audition will be posted the morning of the clinic. 

 
5.  CLINICIAN 
 
A clinician shall be voted on by all the directors from candidates recommended by the directors 
at the Spring Meeting.  The clinician shall be paid $400.00 plus mileage, not to exceed 
$475.00, for the clinic day. 
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6.  MUSIC SELECTION 
 
The band directors will select the music for the clinic at the Fall Clinic Planning meeting.  The 
following guidelines should be used in selecting the music: 
 

A. Music chosen for the clinic band will include one difficult concert piece and should be 
above the standards of each individual band. 

 
B. The rest of the selections will be made up of medium pieces to fill a reasonable 

length concert (45 min.). 
 

C. At least two new pieces for each band for the conference library may be purchased, 
with enough copies to cover all schools. 

 
D. Music selected from the conference library that does not have adequate copies will 

be supplemented with additional purchases if available.  This is due to the copyright 
law and will eliminate the running off of copies. 

 
7.  CLINIC SCHEDULE GUIDELINES 
 

7:45-8:00  Registration in Lobby 
8:00-9:00/9:15 Seating Auditions 
9:00-9:15  Seat Students 
9:15-11:00  1st Rehearsal – (Director’s Meeting) 
11:00-11:15  Break 
11:15-12:00  2nd Rehearsal (Sectionals if needed) 
12:00-1:00  Lunch at Student Center ($5.50) 
1:00-3:00  3rd Rehearsal 
3:00-3:15  Break 
3:15-4:30  Final Run-Through           
4:30-4:45  Dress for concert (UNIFORMS) 
5:00   CONCERT (Admission is charged) 

 
8.  AWARDS 
 

A. All participants of the clinic shall receive an Honor Band Clinic certificate. 
 

B. Following the chair auditions on the morning of the clinic, the directors will meet to 
decide which students shall receive Conference Medals in each instrument.  Medals 
may be awarded to the first two chairs of each section in both bands. 

 
C. A permanent trophy will be awarded to the school with the most community people 

attending the final concert. 
 

D. Awards and certificates are listed in the Lewis & Clark Conference Constitution 
under Article XVII - Awards, Section I. 
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9.  FEES 
 

A.  Admission  $4.00 for Adults 
        $3.00 for Students 
     Pre-School – No Charge 

Conference passes are honored 
 

B.  Clinician's Fee  $400.00 plus mileage, not to exceed $475.00. 
 
 

10.  AUDITIONS 
 
Audition Scales:  Freshmen through seniors may use music for their audition. 
 
Chromatic Scales:  The chromatic scale should be slurred.  Use the All-State requirements for 
range, if possible, or the most comfortable range. 
 
**Scales for each instrument are included/printed in the back of this manual. 
 
Other audition material will be selected from the current year's program pieces. 
One short, slow section as well as one short, fast section will be used for the audition. 
 
Percussionists may audition on the instrument they want to play.  They may audition on more 
than one instrument. 
 
Snare  All rudiments to played open to closed to open. 
  1.  Long roll   4.  Single paradiddle 
  2.  5-stroke roll  5.  Single ratamacue 
  3.  Alternating flams 
 
Mallets C scale 2 octaves 
  D scale 2 octaves 
 
Tympani Long roll - single stroke (pianissimo to fortissimo to pianissimo) 

On F drum, tune from F to C in single hits to determine pitch.  On B
b
 drum, tune 

to E
b
. 

 
 

*Auditions will be held the morning of the conference honor band. 
 
 
January 19, 2008 
Conference Honor Band Meeting 
 
A motion was made by Patti Beyeler, Coleridge Band Director, seconded by 
Andrew Brasse, Bloomfield Band Director, to eliminate memorization of scales for 
the junior and senior auditions for chair placement.  The motion was carried 
unanimously. 

 
 

 


